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Mr. Gary Baughman

Hazardous Waste Facilities Unit Leader
Colorado Department of Health

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South
Denver, Colorado 80222-1530

Dear Mr. Baughman:

I have received your letter of March 24, 1994, in which you request further information
regarding the data collected during the High Purity Germanium Detector (HPGe) survey of the
industrial area. This data was recently reported to you in the Technical Memorandum 1 for

Operable Unit (OU) 13.

As you are aware we have been conducting a radiological survey in the industrial area according
to the OU 12 approved work plans using the HPGe. This initial survey is almost complete with
only a limited number of stations inside the protected area still to be measured. The relatively
high measurements for which you expressed concern were recorded with a high sensitivity
configured detector located approximately 15 feet above the ground surface. In this mode the
area of detection is a circle with a radius of nearly 300 feet. Above ground sources cun highly
influence the detector in this mode. The higher readings in this initial survey were recorded
near buildings and storage areas in which radioactive wastes are stored. The area around
building 664 is fenced and signed to inform personnel of the exposure potential and to limit

access.

After this initial HPGe survey, the HPGe detector will be reconfigured or a Sodium Iodide
(Nal) detector used, and surveys of those areas with higher measurements will be conducted on
a reduced grid of approximately 23 foot centers. These detectors operated in closer proximity to
the ground surface will be capable of defining any “hot spots” without significant influence
from other above ground sources such as buildings and storage containers. This survey is now

in the planning stages.

A meeting has been scheduled for April 4, 1994, with Dave Norbury of your staff to discuss this
issue. At this meeting we will also discuss our plans for future sampling in these areas.

If you have any questions, please call Steve Slaten of my staff at 966-4839.

Sincerely,

/

es oberson
Acfing Assistant Manager for
Environmental Restoration
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